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FIND HAPPINESS  
       IN YOUR OWN 
     BACKYARD
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BONUS SPACE I turned the run-down garage into a home office and entertaining spot by adding insulation and drywall, 
installing French doors and flooring ($1/square foot slate tile), and sewing tablecloths into a Roman shade and pillows. FI
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As an editor for 
shelter magazines, 
my day job was 

writing stories about 
beautiful homes  

while I lived in a tiny 
rental condo with  
too few windows.  

It was time I put those 
magazine ideas  
to use on a fixer- 

upper. When I landed 
this 800-square-foot 

1943 cottage in 
Birmingham, AL, 
skeptics saw a 

cramped house with 
a falling-down 

garage. I recognized 
potential.

R ENOVAT I ON 

my 
cottage 
project
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