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Balderbrae Gardens

INTERIOR DESIGN: Jayne Design Smdio, New York, NY
ARCHITECTURE: Easton Steinmeyer & Associares, Tulsa, 0K
LANDSCAPE: Mancy Goslee Power & Associates, Santa Monica, (A

PLATTERTUDES

The landscape at Balderbrae, a 6-ace counry estate in Suffern, NY, & an
enchanting casis in the woods. With walled gardens, manicured parhways,
open-air loggias and rose covered pergolas ar the center, the scene loosens
around the edges with lavns thar streich ourward, lazily, givingin w the
ruralness of the surounding land.

Previowsly belenging o hericuluist Louise Beebe Wilder (1878-1938)
and ber architect husbhand in the early 10005, Balderbrae includes the original
cottage as well as a stone house designed by David Easton, a NY architect and
interior designer whe bought the property with his parmer, Jirnmy Steinmeyer,
in 1980, “Once David had designed the house facing the couage, which became
our guest house, the existing stoned walled garden became our nest project,”
remarks Steinmeyer, who worked closely with landscape designer Nancy Goslee
Power on itin e 1980s.

Referring to Wilder, Power notes that “She was a wonderful gardener
ard an amazing colorist.” After researching her life and long-age plan for the
garden, Power implemented Wilder's onginal ewaces, half moon fountains,

a climbing grape arbor and a luscious herb garden. Alhough a new pool was
added berween the rain house and cotage and the pergolas were rebuilt to
strerch berween the buildings, Power seamlessly worked them into the gardens,
successtully bringing back the delicate balance berween fonnal and informal,
which makes the design, whether carried outin the early 20th century or oday,
50 enigmatic.

“The rose garden, loggias and surrunding pool ave well manicured,”
comments NY designer Themas Jayne, who recenty wefreshed the interions for
new ownets. Bur the garden, similady o when Wilder fastidicusly rended 1o ir,
still relaxes mie the world beyond. “You can tell it's a marure garden thar's
been areund for nealy 100 years and has a whimsicality thar only comes with
age and the elements.”
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